‘Over the floes’ Records relating to the Antarahiche National Archives of
Australia

Records relating to the Antarctic in the Nationatiives of Australia include

records created by Commonwealth agencies sucled3egpartment of External
Affairs, the Prime Minister’s Office, the GovernGeneral’'s Office and the
Australian High Commission in London. | will alsesduss records created by the
Australian Antarctic Division including a collectiaof Captain John King Davis, and
personal records collections of Charles Franciet@z, and the Scrivener family held
in the National Archives.

The first British Antarctic Expedition was led byftain Robert Falcon Scott. In
1900 he was placed in command of the National AtiaExpedition. Scott's first
Antarctic expedition was on the ship HMS Discovery.

The National Archives holds the Series “Exploratiaps and charts collected by
Captain John King Davis” This series is from theorels of the Antarctic Division
within the Department of External Affairs and ind&s charts relating to this
expedition.

The National Archives also holds the file titleddyal Geographical Society request
for a subsidy in aid of the British National AntaccExploring Expedition 1901 -1902
from series A6 Correspondence files, from the Diepant of External Affairs.

The next expedition for the British was the Brit&htarctic Expedition 1907-09
which also became known as the Nimrod Expeditifte(@he expedition ship).
Ernest Shackleton was chosen to be leader of xpisdition. The Series “Exploration
maps and charts collected by Captain John King 94#2819 item 1360) includes a
chart titled “Chart of the South Polar Regions mkbd

The National Archives holds the digitised file1998937“Shackleton Antarctic
Expedition 1907-1909"comprising 53 pages in Se@egespondence files created by
the Prime Ministers Office. Some other files nelgtto the Nimrod Expedition

include File ANT 55 titled “Antarctic — British Exgalition 1907-1909 (Sir E
Shackelton) — Request for report” from the Sefi881 Correspondence files,
created by the Department of External Affairs aild FO88 Governor General Office
— Correspondence — Antarctic vessel ‘Nimrod” sugigaghat she be fitted with
wireless telegraphic apparatus 1907 from the S&G€&62 Miscellaneous
correspondence relating mainly to local (non-Imgigrnatters.

Captain Robert Falcon Scott was keen to go backrala a successful attempt to
reach the Geographical South Pole. So the Britistarktic Expedition, 1910 was
launched — it became known as the Terra Nova Ekipad+ again after the name of
the expedition ship. While the expedition reactielSouth Pole the return journey
ended in the loss of the entire party.

The National Archives holds 8 photographs titleaht#yctic expedition - 8
photographs of Captain Scott's 1912 expeditioniy8ner family photographic
collection] - from series M1483 Mounted and lopsetographs held in the National
Archives Canberra Office. This series consistiofily photographs and other



photographs, letters, and postcards collected sy@Auickshank, daughter of Charles
Scrivener, surveyor of the Yass-Canberra district.

The Australasian Antarctic Expedition was an Adas@&n scientific team that
explored part of Antarctica between 1911 and 191diveas led by Douglas Mawson.

The National Archives hold the series “M583 Phoagips relating to the Mawson
Antarctic Expedition” which consists of a varietiyghotographs of the members of
the Mawson Antarctic Expedition, the ship they &léed on, the Antarctic base camp,
and the wildlife and landscape of Antarctica. Wsodlold series M584
“Photographic glass plates relating to the Mawsatafctic Expedition created by
Charles Francis Lazeron” These series are fronpéhngonal records collection of
Charles Francis Lazeron who joined the Australagiatarctic Expedition in
December 1911

In the Series Al Correspondence files created &ypartment of External Affairs
is a file 1915/5159 titled “Australian Antarctixgedition (Dr. Douglas Mawson)”.
This National Archives digitised file has a greakiure of material from maps to
printed information and correspondence includimguficial contributions, shopping
lists of items needed on the journey and costingdtes over 300 pages.

The Series A989 Correspondence files created bpépartment of External Affairs
includes the digitised file 1944/45/9 titled “Antéic - Mawson Expedition 1911-14 -
Particulars of Flag-Raising”

In the series A461 Correspondence files createtidpepartment of External
Affairs is the file Q413/6 entitled Antarctic Expgadn 1911-1914 — Sir Douglas
Mawson. This file includes a record of a radionoounication from Douglas
Mawson from Commonwealth Bay via Macquarie Island Radio Hobart to the
Governor-General. It partly reads “Unfortunatelgliienant Minnis and Doctor
Mertz have both lost their lives all others alivelavell”

Other files of interest relating to the Expediteme as follows:

In the series A2911 Correspondence Files createdeogustralian High Commission
London is File 1109/1911 titled Correspondence @ased with Douglas Mawson’s
1911-1914 Australasian Antarctic Expedition . Tiles has been digitised on
RecordSearch and is 133 pages.

In the series MP84/1 Correspondence created bpepartment of Defence
is File 2018/1/182 titled Proposed loan of serviaekieut R Bage RAW to Dept of
External Affairs to accompany Dr Mawson’s Antardixpedition 1911-1913

The Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition (1914-1was also known as the
Endurance Expedition. Conceived by Sir Ernest Ské&mk - the expedition was an
attempt to make the first land crossing of the Agtta continent. The expedition
required two ships; Endurance under ShackletothimiWeddell Sea party, and
Aurora, under Captain Aeneas Mackintosh, for thesReea party.



The National Archives holds the fitédled “Shackleton Relief Expedition 1916” from
Series A2911 General Correspondence of the Austréligh Commission in
London.

The Series “Exploration maps and charts collecte@&ptain John King
Davis"P2819, 1338 also includes a chart titled fBd@olar Chart which is stamped
Aurora Relief Expedition 1916”

We also hold a digitised file 1920/656 titled “Artac Expedition — E Shackleton”
1916-1920 from Series A2 Correspondence creatdldebl?rime Ministers
Department. It is 97 pages

BANZARE - The British Australian (and) New ZealaAdtarctic Research
Expedition was a research expedition into Antaachetween 1929 and 1931 - It
involved two voyages over consecutive Australiamsers. It was a British
Commonwealth initiative. The leader of the BANZARES Sir Douglas Mawson
with several sub-commanders.

The voyages were primarily exploratory but with Man making proclamations of
British sovereignty over Antarctic lands at eaclihair landfalls, seven in total —on
the understanding that the territory would latehbaded to Australia (as it was in
1933).

In the series A461 Correspondence files createtidpepartment of External
Affairs are a large number of files relating to B&NZARE expedition, over 60 files.
13 of them have been digitised on RecordSearclesTiiclude:

E413/1 Expeditions. BANZARE Minutes of meetingsQdmmittee 1930-1935
N413/1 Expeditions. BANZARE - Sailing orders for Biouglas Mawson 1929-1930

S413/1 Expeditions. BANZARE - Sir Douglas Mawsoorrespondence with 1929-
1931

F413/2 Expeditions - BANZARE Wireless messagesno from "Discovery' - 1930
to 1931 [4cm]

F413/4 Expeditions - BANZARE - Statement of firsason's results [0.7cm] 1930
C413/6 BANZARE - Annexation of territories 1930-194

On the file N413/Sailing orders for Sir Douglas Mam 1929-1930 the first page of
the sailing orders partly reads...“.On such landslands within the area specified in
the preceding paragraphs you will plant the Brifi&dg wherever you find it
practicable and in doing so you will read the paoghtion of annexation as set out in
Annexure A to these sailing Orders, attach a cdglhi@proclamation to the flagstaff
and place a second copy of the proclamation in attthe foot of the flagstaff. “

Photographs relating to the expedition are founithénSeries A 4311 'Cumpston
Collection' of documents relating to the historyfafstralian foreign policy created



by the Department of External Affairs and also fdumthe series A6180
Photographic negatives and prints, from the AustnaNews and Information Bureau
Canberra

The National Archives also holds the series B17&IBmations issued by Sir
Douglas Mawson during the British, Australian anel\lNZealand Antarctic Research
Expedition (BANZARE) 1930-1931 created by the Exped. (CA2995)

The proclamations remained undisturbed insitu@twwo proclamation sites until
1957, when they were discovered and dug out byxpadition from Mawson Base,
photographed and then returned to their originations. The 13 January 1930
Proclamation was again located and rephotographteeil970’s. The original steel
cylinder was found rusted away inside a bottlesTdylinder is also held in Series
B1759. In the late 1970’s it was proposed to théakatic Division that the original
proclamations be recovered and returned to Auatréhis occurred during the
1979/1980 summer field season.

The Principal agency with responsibility for ther@monwealth Government’s
Antarctic initiatives, the Australian Antarctic D$ion — began as a section within the
Department of External Affairs in May 1948. It remed within this department until
1968. Since then it has been located within Depamteresponsible for
science/environment.

The National Archives holds 43 separate recordsenieated by the Antarctic
Division. Some significant records series include:

B1370 Correspondence Files 1954-1972 - this isrthm series for the Division up to
1972.

B1387 Correspondence files 1972- 1992 - 291 itemdisted on RecordSearch - this
is the main series for the Division from 1972

P1469 Correspondence Files — resource managenagabt947-1963 -84 items are
listed on recordsearch.

B1369 Personnel files of former staff members efAmtarctic Division 1949-87
MP1002/1 Official and Personal correspondence dPRilip Garth Law, Director of
the Antarctic Division 1947-1966. All items aretéd on RecordSearch.

B1623 Log Books of upper atmosphere experimentducied at Antarctic bases
1948-1984) comprising a daily record of activittgdases which record difficulties
encountered, or features of note.

P2677 Original films of thé\ustralian National Antarctic Research Expeditions
ANARE 1946-1988. 658 items are listed on Record8eand record most aspects of
life and work including fieldwork, expeditions, amils, birds etc

P2731 Video tapes of theustralian National Antarctic Research Expeditions
ANARE Expeditions 1935-1985. 126 items are listadRecordsearch.

P1556 Station reports and log books 1947-77. 1423 are items listed on
Recordsearch, 8 have been digitised

P1557 Antarctic voyage reports 1947 -2000. 472 items are listed on

RecordSearch, 360 have been digitised

MP1604 /0 Records from Antarctic Bases 1957-1969

MP1595/0 Antarctic Records Davis Base 1971



MP1511/0 Antarctic Base Records (Macquarie Island, Mawson, Casey and
Davis) 1972-1974

MP1645/0 Antarctic Base Records (Macquarie Island, Mawson, Casey and
Davis 1973



