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My Antarctic Expedition of 1911-14(knnwn as the
"Australasian Antarctic Expedit:ion 1911-14% wns an
undertaking of the Australaslan Association for the
advancement of Science, inau§urated at the meeting of the
Asgogiatlon in January 1911 in Sydney.

On return of that Expedition in llarch, 1914, aftar
a suecossful campalgn, the Federal Prime Ministor, at tlo
Towvn Hall Rogeption tothe Expedition in Illalbournc, statod
that 1t was generally found that such oxpeditions had
liabilities to mect and he folt sure that this one was no
exceptlen to the rule. If such worc the caso, he folt
cortaln that his Govermment would bo prepared to moct such
liabilities. I repliod that there were consideorablo
oxXponsces yot to be mot, but that I hopod that by sale of o
popular book and by the exploitation of a gincma film and
by public leeturcs I would be able to balanco my budget -
that I had no intention of asking for furthor holp from the
Govornmont 1f I could possibly scttlo my accounts otherwisc-

Unfortunatcly, the War broke out four months lator
and cntiroly alterocd the outlook. Thero was little return
from the popular book and from the film. For clghtocn
months I gavo publie lecturcs in Australia, New Zecaland
and America, cventually succccding in paying off all dobss
on the Expodition, but could not provide a fund for
printing the rcports.

I then applied Yo the Prime llinister asking for
about £5,000 to cover cost of printing tho Sciontific
Reports. ilr, Fisher roplied thet as the Viar was on, overy
penny and overy man wero rcquired for the War and that it
would not Do possible to allocato monoy for Sciontific
Rﬁpﬂrtﬁ .

Ag soon as tho Viar was ovor I approachod tho
N.S,W, Government, with the rosult that tho arranganont for
printing was dravm wp, it boing undorstood that about
£5,000, plus salos of parts, would sovor the oost,
However, thce cost of paper and of printors! wages advancod -
also the roports have prowod morc volwuminous than expoctod,

Undor thosc circumgtoncos, samo peortion of tho
cxponsoe should be a fair call upon tho Cormonyrealth
Govornmoent, notwlthstanding that the assote of tho
Expodition (speceimons, rclies, manuseripts, mapa, nogativer
cte.) arc the proporty of the N.S.W. Government by yirtuo
of tho agrocmont of 1919.

In rocont yoars the Comnmonwoalth Govornment ho --
takon over tho soction of tho Antarctis Reglon doanlt with n
our reports ~ it 1s their torritory, and consoquontly thoe
Commonwcalth Government aro intorceted in the investligation
and dovolopment of it,
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Tho considoroation of the motoorology of Lntorctien
in its rolation to Auwstralia is a mattor for tho vholo
Corrionwonlth, Iho charting of tho coasts, inveostipgotion
of the flshorics, ote. arc all mattors of gonoral intorost
to the whole of tho Coru:onwewlth. Thorc is thorcforc
overy roason why the Corroonwealth Govornnient should now bo
prepoyed to assist tho Now South Valos Govornmacnt to conplo s
tho nublication, and in deoing this, 1n soi0 noosurc rodec:
the Prino liinistorts oficr of 1914 whon ho publiely statod
in the ilcelbournc Tovm Holl that his Governont would

syapathotieally eonsidor the sottlaiont of the Exnoditionts

outstonding dobts,

Lecording to lir, Ifould, the cxpoendituro up +o
datoc has beon £6,000, and ho says that noorly £5,000 rnore
i3 rcquired to complcotoe the job -« :iaking in all £11,000,

My information indicatcs that the esuscts of thoe
Expcdition that have boon hondod over, or will be handod
over to the Now South Vicles Governmcent, cor will be rcalisced
by this agrocriont arc ag follows:-

le dnticipated galc of parts and
cluoe  of cxchangos - not lcecgs than £6,000

2.  Valuc of azoclogienl, botanieal
goological cnlluctixna, rclics,
rianuacripts, chartes, cte. - nﬂt loss than 5,000

£8,000

Leaving cost ovor rcturn of £3,000,

(SGDs) De MAWSON.
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