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The Secretary, Government Printing 0&
Department of Lducation, —
SYDNEY. Sydney, .25t July

PRINTING UF THE HRECURDS UF TIE

AUSIRALASIAN ANTARCTIC LXPEDITIUN 1911-1914.

| In 1919, the then Premler, the late the Honoursbls
W. A. Holman, approved of the constitution of a Committee
to confer with 5ir Douglas lawson reapecting his proposal
to hand over the relics and specimens collected by the
Australasian Antarctle Lxpedition 1911-1914 in exchange
for the State undertaking the printing of the remaining
Records, certaln parta having already been published.

The original Committee consisted of Nesars.
We A. Gullick, Chalrman, Govermnment FPrinter, W. H. Ifould,
Frincipal Librariesn, C. Hedley, Acting Curator, Australian
Massum.

The Committee, through death and other causes
has changed in personnel and now consists of Messrs. . H.
Tennant, Chairman, Government Frinter, J. W. lMetcalfe,
Frincipal Librarian, E. A. Briggs, U. Sc., Sydney University.

The Agreement between the State and Sir Douglas
lMawson, made on drd larch 1920 provided inter alia:=-

l. (Clause 2) "Such printing shall be done in first class
style similar to that in whiech the parits already published
liave been done at a cost not exceeding £5,000 and shall be
completed within five years irom the date of these presents.”

2+ (Clause 3) "The first issue shall be five hundred copiss of
which twenty-five of each part shall belong to the author
of such part and other coples not exceeding one hundred and
forty-two shall be presented to tne persons corporate bodiles
and socletles named or referred to in a list which has been
signed by the partiss hereto and la hereunto annexed subject
to such alterations as the sald parties may mutually agree
provided the sald maximum number be not exceeded. The
remalnder of the coples shall be the property of the State
of llew South Wales and shall be made avallable for distrib-
ution at suech price and/or upon such terms as the Fremier
may dilrect and all monies received 1n respect of such ssales
shall be palid into the Consolidated kevenue of the State
of lew South Weles."

3¢ (Clause 9) "All reports and records of the Expedition whether
1n manuscript or print including all log-books dlaries
photographs negatives plans and sketches and also including
those parts whilch have already been printed and published
and which are now 1n the possesaion power or control of the
said 8ir Douglas Mawson as aforesald and are more particularly
mentloned in the first Schedule hereto TOGETHER wlth all

copyright and other rights appertaining thlereto and comnected
therewlth and also all the speclmens rellcs Iinstruments
articles and things mentioned in the second Schedule hereto
are hereby transferred to and vested in the FPremier on behalf
of the State of lNew South Wales absolutely to be held and
disposed of as the fremler may from time to time dlrect
subject to the provislons of this Agreement."
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The records and relics referred to in the first and
second Schedules are set out in the lists attached to this
U Subsequently, 1n November 1922 the administration
of the Agreenment was transferred to the linlster for kducatlon.

Thé printing proceeded spasmodlcally until 1931,
some 8ix years beyond the period of five years atipulated 1n
the Agreement, when it was suspended. |

- The coat of the work at date of suspension was
£6,775/-/6, the amount over the £5,000 provided in the
Agreement having been voted on the eatimates of the Department
of Lducatlon from year to year.

The work of printing was revived in 1937 under
an arrangement with the Commonwealth Government whleh agreed
to contribute the sum of £2,850 towards the cost of printing
the remalning Kecords of the Lkxpedition provided the New
South Wales Government made avalleble the balance of the
eatlmated cost to complete, £4,850, the contributicn of the
New South Walss Government beling thus £2,000.

: On l4th June 1946, the Commonweslth Government
agreed to provide an additlonal amount of £2UU to cover

the cost of printing Volume VII whlch comprised Dr. Kidson's
Summary of lleteorological Lata and Dally Weather Charts.

The totel amount available for the completion of
the work was thus £5,050 and the cost has been £5,016/17/6
since the revivel in 1937 or a total cost lncluding the
amount expended to 1951 of £11,791/18/-.

As regards the (fficial Records, llsted in oSchedule
1, the Committee has not been able to wholly reconclle the
items received with those llsted but 1t can be said that 1ln
the msin, the conditions of the Agreement have been fulfilled.

In respect of the relics listed in Schedule 2, a
considerable. proportion has been received together with
some acdditional relics made avallable by Sir “Youglas Mawson.

In the case of Items 89 and 90 of 3chedule 2,
which comprlised:

Item 89 = All magnetic, Leepsea, lieteorologlcal and
other instruments and articles of equilpment
used in connection with the kxpedition which
are available or can or could be made avallable
by Sir Douglas lawson.

Ttem 90 - The entire collectiona of:

) Geological.

) Mineralogilcal.

) 4oological.

) Botanical Speclmens.
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a considerable number has been recelved but the Committee
cannot say if they comprise the whole of the 1tems.

Freguent contact has been made with 3ir Douglss
Mawson regarding anything outstanding and only within the
past few days hes he intimated as per copy of letter attached,
that & number of Record Books and Fapers, lFhotographic Negatlves,
a small number of Specinmens and several Sketch Maps have still
to be forwarded.



