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THE AUSTRALASIAN ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION 1911-14,

The University,
ADELAIDE, 5th Oct.,1931.

The Hon. W. Davies,

Minister for Education,
SYDNEY,

Dear Sir,

Is the report in the daily Press correct -
that your Govermment hes decided to cease publiﬂhingnsﬁzlyi
Australasian Antarctic Expedition 1911-14 reports?

Whilst appreciating the financial stringe
times, I regret that you ha%e not found it pnsa?%lgc oﬂﬁaig; out
the agreement made last year between your predecessor in Office
and myself acting for the Expedition - namely, that the print ing
of manuscripts in hand would be proceeded with provided I took
steps to hasten the conclusion of the work and tohave forwarded

to Sydney items of the Expedition assets covered in the
original agreement.

Before proceeding South last year, I took steps to
carry out my part of that agreement, with the intention of
complet ing same upon return. Months later, when I returned to
Australie, I found that, contrary to the extended agreement,
your Government had not taken any steps whatever to have set
up in type the numerous menuscripts awaiting print ing.

Indeed, on the contrary, such manuscripts as had been
lying at the Govermment Printing Office had been sent back
during my absence to Adelaide to await my arrival, as there
appeared to be no prospect of printing them.

Therefore, ags the Government evidently had no inten-
tion of carrying into effect the agreement made with me, there
was no urgency for me to secure the forwarding to Sydney of
items, if any, already due to be sent and not yet delivered.

Nevertheless, I have been going over such items re-
lating to the Expedition as are in my care here with a view to
despatching at as early a date as possible everything that can
be sent, not indispensable for the completion of outstanding
manuscripts.

Such items as it is essential to retain here for re-
ference and description in order to complete the several
manuscripts yet outstanding cen be deposited with the Curator
of the South Australian Museum, should you feel that they will
be safer in his hands than in the Geological Department of

this University.

It will help me very much if a list can be supplied
of the items that have already been received in Sydney in
sccordance with the agreement. In the case of some of the
items which I myself have forwarded I have received no acknow-
ledgement of their recefiion, and in regard to the Biological
collections, these were being attended to by Frofessor Haswell
and editors of Series C reports, so that I am not aware of
whet has been received in that connection or what has not .

From some remarks that have been made, it would ap-
pear that there is a feeling 1in some quarters in Sydney that T
am trying to evade forwarding the ltems intended for the New
South Wales Government under the agreement. This 1s, of
course, an utterly unwarranted insinuation. One could wish no
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bett hous for the endid collections
111‘-1: m.::athm the ;y’;hq publie institut

i should not have originally selected Sydney as ¢
No doubt this tribute arises from the fect

youthful life and education was received in Sydney.

You will get the whole of the assets as contract but
as slready explained, some items are yet in use in preparat |
of manuseripts. Were you to deem it within zwr r 8 to
request thege latter to be forwarded forthwith and same,
you would be snsuring the gancellation of the value of the
materials and of any useful report thereon., A crime would be
conmitte@ against science and reason end a grest injust ice done

to myself end those who so splendidly co-operated in fight
the raw-ribbed wild in the ﬂln‘lim uf ”

I ecennct thihk thet those whoe ere advising you in this
metter would sdvocate such action. In feet I am convineed that

there is definite misunderstanding in soveral dircetions relat-
ing o this matter,

For instence may de mentioned that almost nothing has
beon prirted during the lest two years, notwithatanding the
plethore of menusoriyls in hend awaiting printing. Thus the
work has been gerilously held up in Sydnsy, not by me.

fegondly, the menvseripts to be primted to cu:l
)
is

ete the
work can be produced for & sum gortainly not exgend 2000,
This 1s & firm quot® by Hegssl &+ Jons of Adelaide. baged
on the siyle already produced and the quantity of primt and
illustrat lons yeb te & « The work is about thres-guarters
completed, This is quﬁn definite, though I d4id abgserve in a
Pregs statemort that some wneuthorised estimate of the work
indicsted that only half hed yot been produced.

I should iike to hoar that mmmzwrmtiﬂ-
plote sither tho whole of the printing or of such menascripts se
are alresdy svaliing publicat ion.

i do sppregiate the diffiocult financial times thr#
which Australia 1is now passing and would be glad to contribute
towards the cost of this printing were my own resources not

already drained to defray expenses in connection with th;.r‘-
peration of the manuseripts. I could, however, © t ir

your Jovermment would to print the manuseripts now await-
ing printing, 1 could f the money necessery to complete the
rana part of the work. |

Forhape you are not aware that I have spent a consider-

able sum of my own money in subsidising and preparing the re-
porte; that the only money that 1 ever regeived from the Sxpedi-

tion funds was the sum of £2800 a yoar for the time that 1 was
absent from Adelaide University, which sum was of the nature of
& refund for payment nade ntealun.tms elso that
the eods of "The Home the Blizsard”, the st ory
of ¢ ition which I published, were all paid into the

fxpedit ion fund.

With apologies for in troubling you with this
matter, and -ltr}m mu-t":r an early reply.

1 am,
Youre faithfully,

(8GL.) JOUGLAS BAWSON.

.I ‘- ‘I “l
Sovernment Frinter.
Por favour of a report,

wJs
B0.10,31, for U.S.



